
media release

2 May 2024 - Recognising the urgent need to avoid the spread of Mpox in Victoria, Thorne Harbour 
Health will launch an Mpox pop-up clinic, offering free and easy drop-in Mpox vaccinations for 
all men who have sex with men. The launch of the clinic follows the Victorian Department of 
Health’s alert earlier this week, notifying the public of three new locally acquired cases of Mpox. 

“Our communities have a long history of proactively looking after our sexual health, and swinging 
into action to respond to health alerts. We saw an amazing response when we ran our Mpox 
clinic before and with Mpox back in the community, now’s the time to do your part and get your 
first or second dose of the vaccine,” said Thorne Harbour CEO Simon Ruth. 

Two doses of vaccine 28 days apart are required for the best protection against Mpox. Thorne 
Harbour is strongly encouraging anyone at risk who hasn’t received their second dose of vaccine 
to drop-in to the clinic. 

“The emergence of new locally acquired cases of Mpox underscores the importance of proactive 
sexual health care and vaccination. Through our pop-up clinic, we are committed to providing 
our communities the resources they need to protect themselves and their partners, ” said Ruth.

Located at Thorne Harbour Health, 200 Hoddle St, Abbotsford, the clinic will run from 1 - 8pm 
next Wednesday 8 May. No appointments are required. All sexually active gay and bi+ men (cis 
and trans) and any of their sexual partners are eligible for free vaccination. 

“We know the importance of providing healthcare services for our communities that are led by 
those same communities. Through the pop-up Mpox clinic, we hope to reach individuals who 
may face barriers to accessing traditional health care settings and provide them with the support 
they need to take charge of their health,” said Ruth. 

While common symptoms of Mpox can include lesions, rashes, and sores, Mpox can sometimes 
be confused with other STIs. Thorne Harbour is encouraging everyone to stay on top of their 
regular sexual health testing and to book an appointment with their local clinic of GP. 

Find out more about Mpox at thorneharbour.org

For media enquiries, contact Thorne Harbour Health Communications Manager: 
Caleb Hawk | communications@thorneharbour.org | 0419 213 542

ENDS

Thorne Harbour Health to Launch Mpox Pop-Up Clinic in Response to Locally-Acquired Cases  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thorne Harbour Health
200 Hoddle Street 
Abbotsford VIC 3067
(Registered Office)
P 61 3 9865 6700
F 61 3 9826 2700
Toll Free 1800 134 840

1 / 122 Carrington Street
Adelaide SA 5000 
(South Australian Office)
P 61 8 7078 4128
Toll Free 1800 134 840

Positive Living Centre
51 Commercial Road
South Yarra VIC 3141
P 61 3 9863 0444
F 61 3 9820 3166
Toll Free 1800 622 795

Centre Clinic 
3A / 79-81 Fitzroy Street
St Kilda VIC 3182
P 61 3 9525 5866
F 61 3 9525 3673

PRONTO! / Equinox
200 Hoddle Street
Abbotsford VIC 3067
P 61 3 9416 2889

SAMESH
57 Hyde Street
Adelaide SA 5000 
P 61 8 7099 5300

Thorne Harbour Country
58 Mundy Street
Bendigo VIC 3550 
P 61 3 4400 9000

thorneharbour.org


